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From Our Chairperson...

The view from her eE

| was thinking today about the story of a multi-generational family that got together
for a weeklong visit. Much time was spent sitting around the kitchen and den sharing news
about jobs, school, kids, recipes, photos, and family history. And, like Emmaus, when folks
meet, they tend to eat, so every day there were several accomplished cooks in the kitchen,
fixing their favorite dishes to share with all. One day, a whole, bak ed ham was to be the
centerpiece of the meal, so the youngest mother was assigned the task of preparing the
ham for the oven.

There seems to be some type of energy force that attracts watchers, helpers, and
quality assurance testers into the kitchen area when food preparation is under way. Today ,
the young mother was joined by her five year old dau ght er, who had perched herself upon a
chair with a commandi ng view of all that her mother was doing. The mother prepared the
ham as she had always done, and just before placing it in the baking pan, took a knife and
cut off the end of the ham. The mother placed the ham in the pan and lovingly placed it
into the oven.

As soon as the oven door had closed, the little girl asked, OMam a, why did you cut off
the end of the ham 20 Mama thought a bit, and replied, ONell, darling, |® not sure. That®
the way your grandm other always did it.O Now five year olds can be tenacious in their
quest for answers, and the look in her eye said this quest was far from over. OWhy did
Grammy always cut the end off?20the daught er asked. Mother replied, Q@ not sureE let®
ask her.O

Grammy was summoned to the kitchen and presented with the perplexing culinary
question. Pondering the question for what seemed like an eternity to the granddaught er,
she said, O @e never really thought abo ut why, that® just the way your great-grandm other
always did it. | watched her, and learned to do it that way myself. Since she is here, why
don® we ask her?0

So Great-Grammy, the keeper of the family® culinary holy grail, was asked to share
what must be the secret to the best bak ed ham to be had anywhere in the land. ONhy,
Great -Grammy, do we cut off the end of the ham 20 OChildrenO, she said, OMany year s ago |
didn ® have a great assortment of cooking dishes and ut ensils. | had only one baking pan,
and in order to make the ham fit into it, | had to cut off the end. | don® have a clue as to
why you are still doing it today.O

| don@ know if the story is true, but | do know that it speaks volumes about traditions
and practices in our lives. Some traditions are good, and provide continuity, purpose, and
identity in an ever-changing environment. Some, following years and years of practice,
may need a tune-up to restore them to a current day perspective and life appl ication.
Some, like whackingo ff the endof the ham , should be questioned an d di scontinued.



Througho ut the course of hum an history, Christian chur ch history, and even Emmaus
history, tradition has played a vital role in holding together the social and faith fabric of
humanity. Traditions help us to remember and learn from the past, they assist us in
passing on the legacies of good citizenship, pat riotism, faith, and service. Sometimes,
though, we can become so intent on the practice of a tradition that we lose sight of it&
intended pur pose, we fail to see that it has lost it@ relevance to the moment, and
sometimes that it evendo es more harm than go od.

As members of Christ® community and the Emmaus movement, we know that God uses
special moment s and event s (sacrament s) to enhance our relationship with Him and others.
These moments and events are often steeped in tradition and serve to draw us closer to
God. We should be careful, though, to ensure that our practiced traditions, be they social,
patriotic, or faith based, remain a meansandno t the end.

Your elected Emmaus Board is tasked with guiding this community and the Walk
Weekends according to local and internat ional policies. Every member of the Board signs a
covenant to that effect. And while tradition is recognized as an essential part of the
Emmaus experience and community, we want to make certain that everything we do is
relevant and God honoring. We also want to avoid reinventing the wheel by dupl ication of
effort, and to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to us and used by the
community. To accomplish this, we will need to ask and receive answers to those deep,
probing questions like, ONhy are we cutting off the end of the ham?Q We covet your
prayersand input as we work through thisprocess.

De Colores!

Kevin

Comments from Our Community Spiritual Director
I will make you Fishers of Men (Matthew 4:18-22) or Fishing Tips

One of the things | enjoy doing is fishing. Maybe that is why | love that statement that
Jesus made about making us fishers of men. To successfully fish you need to know a few
tips. Herethey arel!

1. 90% of the fish live in 10% of the wat er so good fisher people fish where the fish are!

2. Successful fisher people prepare for the task at hand. Don't forget to put on the full
armor of God!

3. DO NOTUSE "SON" SCREEN! Let the love of Jesus shine on and through you.

4, Keep it simple! People don't need another program they need Christ. A 10 year old boy
won a Bass Tournam ent by fishing off the dock while others fished from $40,000 bass
boat s.

5. Sharpen your hooks. Ask the right questions so that you point people to Christ.

6. Be serious about fishing be cause going through the motions doesnot lead to success.

~

Fisher people keep their lines in the wat er. Don't give up.



Contrary to fishing for fish, fishing for men involves ment oring or guiding the "cat ch" but
the eternal prize is awesome for all involved. Happy Fishing!
Pastor Phil

Getting to Know You!

A highlight of the Newsletter this year will be to interview the newest Board
Members so you know a little more about who has chosen (and who you have
elected) to serve the community in this capacity.

Meet Jim Mathers (Board position— Kairos)

When and where did you take your original Walk? Januar y, 199 2NReynoldsbur g
What is your real job? Independent Insurance Agent

Tell us about your family. wifeNMarty, 7 children, 15 grandc hildren, 3 great -
gr andc hildren

What do you like to do in your leisure time? Prison Ministry, reading, tennis

What church do you attend and what are you involved in there? Village United
Methodist Church, Ashville, Ohio. Worship leader, Adul t Sunday School leader, Choir

Tell about a special Emmaus memory. God speaking to me during an Emmaus weekend
urging meto go to Russia.

Anything else you would like the community to know about you? | have served on
10 Emmaus teams, including LD and served on 10 Kairos teams, including Rector. | have
servedon several mission teams to Russia, Belam es and Hai ti

Meet Jeni Goedde (Board position— Agape)

When and where did you take your original Walk? July, 199 6 - GSVE
What is your real job? Retired from Floral Design - Volunteer!

Tell us about your family. Husband, Chet; Daughter, Gretchen - 38; Son, Jason - 32;
Daught er, Erin - 11 ; Grand daught er, Arleigh - 6

What do you like to do in your leisure time? Volunt eer at Life Pregnancy Center,
make cards, scrapbo ok

What church do you attend and what are you involved in there? Grace United
Methodist Chur ch, Washington Court House - VBS Director, Worship Committee, Education
Work Area, Nominating Committee, Bell Choir

Tell about a special Emmaus memory. Love, love, loveNmore than| @ experienced ever



Anything else you would like the community to know about you? | am so blessed
to serve the Emmaus Community and my chur ch for our Lord and Savior

Meet Jon Mark Hall (Board position— Music)
When and where did you take your original Walk? 200 3, GSVE

What is your real job? Own and operate Hall@ Automotive Inc - an aut omotive and light
truck service and repair facility

Tell us about your family. Wife, Cathy; Daught ers Chelsea (22); Whitney (20), Cassidy
(20)

What do you like to do in your leisure time? Spending quality time with my wife
and be st friend, Cathy

What church do you attend and what are you involved in there? Bainbridge United
Methodist, TrusteeandLay Speaker

Tell about a special Emmaus memory. My relief of miserable headachesNI left so
much at dying momentsNgave it up to God!

Anything else you would like the community to know about you? Although | still
have doubt sand fears, | still follow HimRNjust as His disciples did.

If you ever have the opportunity to serve or work with Chrysalis - do not hesitate. The
rewards are awesome. Our youth need all the direction and guidance we can offer through
Christ. FLY WI TH CHRI ST!

Meet Tom Dishong (Board position— Kitchen)
When and where did you take your original Walk? 199 3, GSVE
What is your real job? Farming

Tell us about your family. Wife, Candy; Son, TJ (22), Daughter, April (20), Grands on,
Mason (3), Grandd aught er, Taylor (5)

What do you like to do in your leisure time? Outdoor sports, hunting fishing,
ar chery

What church do you attend and what are you involved in there? Calvary United
Methodist - preaching, Sund ay School teacher, board member, prayer team leader

Tell about a special Emmaus memory. All of it.

Anything else you would like the community to know about you? | need help with
my wife (she® too skinny!)

DATES TO REMEMBER

Monthly Gatherings are held the Third Thursday of each month. The next gathering will be Thursday, July
21st at 7:00 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church. Plan on attending and bring a friend!

Men&@Walk #24




September 8-11, 2005
Women@Walk #35
October 13-16, 2005

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE FOR THE ONLINE PRAYER VIGIL AND KITCHEN AND
HOUSEKEEPING VOLUNTEER SIGN UP SHEETSFOR FUTURE WALKS.

VWWW.gSVeMmaus. or g

The July gathering will be conducted by supporters of the
Kairos Prison Ministry. A prisoner who has been blessed by this
ministry will be selected to give the Fourth Day talk. You
won@ want to miss this opportunity to hear how God ministers
through the Kairos movement to men and women in our prisons.

A special THANK YOU to all who sacrificed a beautiful Saturday to attend the
Regional Training Workshop. The day was filled with valuable inform ati on
regarding every aspect of Emmaus. This workshop will be provided every three
years and should be a priority to everyone who is involved in this Community .
Remember, with out YOU, this community would not exist; and with out your prayers,
support , service and commitm ent, God® work would not be completed through th e
Emmaus movement in the Greater Scioto Valley Community . Please conti nue to lift
this community up in your prayers; and pray for ways YOU can help support God@
Emmaus Community !



