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From Our Chairperson . . .

The view from here…

With the arrival of spring, my wife Pat and I are again anticipating (it’s ok to do that in this context) the arrival of camping season. There is nothing more relaxing than easing into a morning with a fresh cup of coffee and closing out the evening with hot chocolate. Both of these activities are greatly enhanced by a crackling campfire.

I love a good campfire. Apart from providing basic needs like light, heat, and the catalyst for songs and stories, a fire provides aesthetics that draw me in like a moth to a flame (figuratively speaking, of course). As I fixate upon the rich colors and the often-unnoticed physical dynamics of fire, I am at peace, deeply meditative, free to let my mind and spirit travel where it cannot go in the hustle bustle world outside.

I was also reminded in recent weeks that a campfire provides an excellent object oriented lesson, as two friends shared with me their “burning ember” experience. Perhaps you remember the story-where a hot coal, red and glowing, is removed from the fire. It soon begins to fade, ashes gray, and turns cold. However, as it is returned to the fire, it begins to burn brightly again.

Each of us have participated in a seventy two hour experience, carefully planned so that each might become more aware of God’s grace in their lives and inspire them to share His grace with others. At some point, we may realize that we were not led to the Walk to Emmaus by our mates, relatives, or friends, but rather by the Holy Spirit. We also realize it is the work of the Holy Spirit that makes each walk unique and meaningful for each of us.

We anticipate yet more walks (we’re allowed) during which the Fourth Day talk will introduce us to two very important parts of the plan to keep us in the fire and burning brightly: 1) becoming active in the Emmaus community by attending gatherings and special events, working behind the scenes during walks, and sponsoring others for future walks, and 2) joining or forming a share group.

Making the decision to attend the Walk to Emmaus was one of the most important decisions I have made in my life. Many of you may feel the same way. Those three days changed my life.

However, making the decision to sustain that fire of Emmaus by becoming active in the community and being part of a share group have had a far greater impact on my spiritual growth and my life than the seventy two hour walk.

I have had the blessing of being a part of several wonderful share groups. Knowing that I have Christian brothers and sisters with whom I can share joys, concerns, and prayers, encourages and keeps this coal burning bright and hot as I walk with the Lord. These same very special people hold me accountable for my witness, growth, and service in His name.

Through serving in the kitchen, cleaning toilets, and serving on live-in teams, I have made life-long Christian friends. I have been greatly blessed and have been a blessing to others. All of these life treasures I would have missed had I chosen not to become active in the community and in a share group.

My friends, are you burning as brightly as you did when you experienced your first Fourth Day? Have you been separated from the fire that gives you life and purpose? Are you participating in community activities? Are you active in a share group? Should you start one? If not, I urge you to prayerfully reflect on your Emmaus Walk and be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading in those areas.
Kevin Pancake, Community Lay Director
Comments from Our Community Spiritual Director


During Vacation Bible School one year, a pastor's wife had an experience with her primary class that can teach us all a great lesson. About 30 minutes before dismissal one evening, a new student was brought into the room. The little boy had one arm missing and since the class was almost over the teacher had no opportunity to learn the details of his situation. She was nervous that one of the other children would say something insensitive to him so she proceeded cautiously with the lesson.

As the class time came to an end, she asked her class to join her in their usual closing ceremony. " Let's make our churches," she said putting her hands together to form the "church".

"Here's the church and here's the steeple, open the door and..." Suddenly the awful truth struck her. The very thing she had feared that the children would do had happened under her leading.

As she stood there speechless, the little girl sitting next to the boy reached over with her left hand and placed it up to his right hand. The little girl then said " Josh, let's make the church together."

The Emmaus Community is comprised of many different parts but all are needed to represent the Body of Christ or the "church."

I Corinthians 12:12 states " For the body is one, and hath many members, and all are members of that one body, being many are one: so also is Christ."
May God Continue to Bless You,
Phil Howard   
Donations Needed
Greater Scioto Valley Emmaus Board is seeking monetary donations to fund the purchase of a computer to maintain the community database and other pertinent information for the Board and for walk weekends.  The computer will be purchased only if the funds are secured through your donations.  Please consider this endeavor.  If you choose to make a donation, please make your check payable to GSVE Computer Fund, c/o Trinity UMC,  24 S Mulberry Street, Chillicothe, Ohio  45601.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Monthly Gatherings are held the Third Thursday of each month.  The next gathering will be Thursday, April 21st at  7:00 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church.  Plan on attending and bring a friend!

Men’s Walk #23 - April 14-17, 2005

Leadership Training / Monthly Gathering - Saturday, May 21st, 9:00—4:00

Women’s Walk #34 - June 9-12, 2005

Men’s Walk #24 - September 8-11, 2005

Women’s Walk #35 - October 13-16, 2005

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE FOR THE ONLINE PRAYER VIGIL AND KITCHEN AND HOUSEKEEPING VOLUNTEER SIGN UP SHEETS FOR MEN’S WALK #23
www.gsvemmaus.org
Leadership Training Session 
 Saturday, May 21st, 2005
8:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m.
 Trinity United Methodist Church
Join us for an exciting, informative  day all about Emmaus!  Re-live some of your own weekend with fellowship, communion, lunch, praise and prayer.
This experience is open to anyone who has participated in Emmaus, Chrysalis, or Cursillo.
Want to be involved in the leadership team in the future?  You are strongly encouraged to attend this session.  Sponsoring someone for the first or fortieth time?  This is an awesome opportunity to learn your responsibilities.
This session will be the monthly gathering — there will be no gathering on Thursday, May 20th.
Reservations are not required, but encouraged; lunch is included. Contact Diana Hall at 740-335-4361 or via e-mail, rdj_hall@ameritech.net by May 15th to reserve your spot.
Opportunity To Serve   
Ladies of the GSV Emmaus Community have the opportunity to give special agape to the Team and Pilgrims of Walk #23 by serving dinner on Saturday evening. Those interested should meet in the hallway by the kitchen by 5:15pm. If possible wear either red or white.  It only takes a few minutes to serve and then you can go upstairs and join in the fun with Sister Act.    If you are able to serve, please, notify Peg Beekman at 937-981-9805 or email at pbeekman@direcway.com .
